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Aum Namasivaya
Satguru Bodinatha Veylanswami . Himalayan Academy
163rd Jagadacharya of the Nandinitha Kauai's Hindu Monastery
Sampradiya's Kailasa Parampara 107 Kaholalele Road
Kauai Aadheenam, Hawaii USA Kapaa, HI 96747-9304
USA
Greetings

We are pleased at the release by the Sri Aghora Sivacharia Trust of
Chennai of their new publication “Shiva Neri Prakaasham” by Sivagra
Yogeendra Sivacharyar, which was written in the 16th century. The
book includes important but little known facts about the history of Saiva
Siddhanta which are also in the English summary. Sivagra elaborated
and established an independent Saiva Siddhanta System in Tamilnadu
with significant differences from the pluralistic Meykandar system.

Many blessings to the Sri Aghora Sivacharia Trust to continue to
bring out additional publications on Saiva Siddhanta and the Saiva
Agamas.

Satguru Bodinatha Veylanswami
Kauai Aadheenam, Hawaii USA
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INTRODUCTION

.§ivane;iprakd§am, as the title indicates, is the Illumination on the
religio-philosophical doctrines of Saivism. It explains in verse form the
essential philosophical concepts of Saivasiddhanta and the necessary
religious practices (Saivism is taken here by the author in its restricted
sense, Stricto sensu).

e The tradition of Sivagra

As is well known to scholars of Saivasiddhanta, the author,
Sivagrayogin (Sivagra in short), who lived in the middle of the 16"
centurey, comes in a tradition of a distinct and illustrious school of
Saivasiddhanta. His paramaguru, SadaSivaSivacarya, is the first
commentator on the Sanskrit text of the Sivajiianabodhasitra which has
come down to us'. It is also well-known that Saivasamnyasapaddhati
composed by Sivagra deals elaborately with the ritual of initiation into
monasticism according to Saivasiddhanta system. But in fact he is not
the first to compose such a text. For, before him, I§varasiva who, again,
is the great-grand teacher of Sadasivasivacarya had already composed a
Samnyasakarika’. This is one of the important contributions of Sivagra
in the domain of $aiva ritual system.

The second one is his elaboration and subsequent establishment of an
independent Saivasiddhanta system in Tamilnadu as against or in contrast
to that of the Meykantar system which is based on the
Sivajianabodhasitra in Tamil. Sivagra comes in the tradition of

' This text has been first published in the Bulletin of Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Chennai, vol.16, n° 1, 1963. There is subsequent edition in
Grantha characters with Tamil meaning published by the Tamilnadu Arcaka
Assoociation, ' :

? ibid. GOML, vol.16, p.
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‘Vamadeva® whereas Meykantar in that of Nandi (Nandiparamparai). In
fact Sivagra belongs to the tradition of Saivasiddhanta system that was
prevalent in Varanasi with a monastery on the Manikarnika Ghat in circa
15" century as mentioned in the introductory portion of the commentary
of Sadasivasivacarya referred earlier.

o The textual sources

In the Manipravala commentary on the Civafignacittiyar which is one
of the important texts of Sivagra as well as in his Brhadbhasya on the
Sivajiianabodhasiitra he does not confine himself to texts of Saivagama
corpus alone such as the Pauskara, Parakhya alone; he cites from texts
such as the Kiirmapurana, Isvaragita, Sivadharmottara, Tattvaprakasa of
Bhojadeva and Ratnatraya of Srikantha and Kashmirian Agama text such
as the Malinivijaya. In his Samgrahabhasya on the Sivajiianabodhasiitra
he even approvingly cites the Brahmasitra the fundamental text of the
Vedanta tradition.

e Specialities of Sivanet_iprakﬁéam

In the manner of Civafianacittiyar it treats briefly the sources of valid
knowledge (pramana), inference and its types, etc. That Sivﬁgra is well-
versed in the Nyaya system is evident at every step not only in this text
but also in his Samgrahabhasya and the Brhadbhasya as well. His
erudition in and an attempt at rapproachment with the Vedanta system is
also evident in these commentaries. The treatment of various types of
pasu such as the Vijiianakala, Pralayakala and different states of pasu such
as Kevala, Sakala follows the Agamic mode. In fact digests (Nibandha)
such as the Nanamirtam, Civafianacittiyar which might have been the

model for .§i_vz'1gra follow this method of giving the quintessence of the

* In the Vedic tradition also the sage Vamadeva is the Oseerd of the
Paricaksaramantra. For, this mantra occurs in the 8" anuvaka of the Satarudriya
for which Vamadeva is the “sage” (Rsi). This fact is referred to by Sivagra in his
Vamadevar Tuti (Sivanegiprakﬁﬁam, verse, 6)
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Vidyapada of the major Agama-s and it is no wonder that Sivagra also
adopts the same. In giving out the fupdamental definition and basic
characteristics of pasu the one given by the Kiranagama seems to have
attracted the attentiom-of all system builders. For, we find the succinct
definition of Pasu in the Kiranagama, 1, 15:

yfieiiseEisst fAferar fPrjoismy |
andt wRiETTERl Sraffee: 1)

which is repeated in the sane fashion in-the above mentioned texts.

Another common feature of these texts is the establishment of a
Supreme Agent for the created universe on the basis of the inference. The
example of the potter producing the pots out of clay is the standard one in
all these cases. In fact, one can say that this inferential argument is one of
the distinguishing features of the Meykantar branch (may also be called
Sivajfianabodha school) of Saivasiddhanta system as against the classical
Saivasiddhanta school that was prevalent in Kashmir in the earlier period,
that is, from the 7"-10" centuries of our era.

To cite a few of the special views of Sivagra: He holds that the

Anavamala does not entirely cover the innate power of the self; it exists as
one of the operative modes of the essential nature of the self and thereby
functions as an impedement for the complete manifestation of the Iccha,
Jiiana and Kriya Sakti of the selves. The example he gives is that of the
power of mantra that stops the burning power of fire (Sivaneriprakasam,
verse, 54).

In verse 67 the text clearly states the types of relationship that exists
between Siva and Sakti; individual self and Siva®; individual self and Pasa
and that between individual self and the phenomenal world (Prapafica).

* He says that since both Siva and jiva are all-pervasive (vibhu) the relation
between them can only be 6aupaslesikad. The example he gives for such a
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His concept of mukti also is somewhat distinct: He holds that the
liberated self exists so non-different from Siva that it is Siva Himself® and
experiences supreme bliss (paramdnanda). According to him the self
whose power of knowledge and action are covered by mala in the
transmigratory state exists as non-different® from Siva in the liberated
state just as pure water merges with the salty water of the ocean without
any separate existence’. One may notice here the echo of the view of
moksa spoken in some of the §aivigamas®,

In explaining the pure creation (Suddhasrsti) Sivagra says that Siva and
Sakti by first taking Nada and Bindu as their support get their names also
Nada and Bindu and they in turn get their names as Siva and’ Sakti
(Sivaneriprakasam, verse, 82). Another revolutionary concept of Sivagra
which is unique in the History of Saivasiddhanta is that of abhinna-
nimittopadana: Siva with His inseparable Sakti is both the material and
instrumental cause of the phenomenal universe. This he establishes in all
his major works such as the S‘azvapanbhasa, Samgrahabhdsya on the
Sivajiiana-bodhasiitra, commentary on the Civafianacittiyar as well as in
Sivaneriprakasam (verse, 95). He explains that Siva the pure 6Citd is the
instrumental cause (nimittakdrana) and His Sakti which is inseparable
~from Him is the material cause (upadanakarana); since Sakti and its
possessor are non-different Siva is the material cum instrumental cause of
the world’.

relation is that of milk and ghee and that between fruit and its taste, See his
manipravala commentary on Civafianacittiyar, siitra 2, verse 1.

5 Sivaneriprakasam, 208.

S Ibid. 162

7 ibid. 208

: Rauravasttrasamgraha, VIII. 11-13

® Commentary on Civaiianacittiyar, sitra 2, verse, 1
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This is a bird’s eye view of some of the special contributions of
Sivagra which strikes one at the first reading of his texts. In fact a detailed
analytical study of all his Buvres in order to assess his singular
contributions to Saivasiddhanta of the medieval period will definitely be a
rewarding task'

T. GANESAN

Pondicherry
23-042003

"1 am happy to say that I have embarked on this project in 2 humble way
under the title Study of Saivasiddhanta of the period 1600-1800 A.D. which
consists in a detailed and interpretative study of other contemporary authors such
as Maraifianacampantar, Gurufianacampantar, etc.
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